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HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET

A morning in the citadel

Keep this PDF for the west - east walk and the stories that stick. Live tickets, hours, and
trap notes stay on the visit guide—rates change.

BUILT ENTRY

Begun 1639 - completed ~1648 (Shah Jahan) Lahori Gate (west) — today’s visitor door
ON SITE METRO

~90-150 min for the core west - east walk Lal Qila (Violet Line)

Verify ASI board & portal the week you travel - Soft-verify Independence Day closures - Full logistics:
delhitales.com/blog/red-fort. Designed for colour print; black-and-white remains readable. Author: Delhi Tales
Editorial Team. Live logistics: delhitales.com/blog/red-fort

WALK SEQUENCE

LAHORI GATE —» CHHATTA CHOWK — NAUBAT KHANA — DIWAN-I-AM - MUMTAZ MAHAL —» RANG MAHAL —» KHAS MAHAL —
DIWAN-I-KHAS - HAMMAM — MOTI MASJID —» HAYAT BAKHSH — BARRACKS LAYER — SALIMGARH
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SPECIALTY

The Red Fort is not a random pile of
red walls. Shah Jahan’s Qila-i-Mubarak
—“Blessed Fort”—is an irregular
octagon with principal gates west
(Lahori) and south (Delhi), planned so
public courts give way to private
marble on the eastern riverfront.
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MEANING

Stand after Chhatta Chowk and look
east: hierarchy is the architecture.
Petitioners met the emperor’s public
face in Diwan-i-Am; the marble strip
beyond was a different social contract,
once threaded by the Nahr-i-Bihisht—
the Stream of Paradise.

STRATIGRAPHIC / HISTORICAL NOTES.
€ 1638-1648 © Comstruction of Red Fort begins under
Shiah Jahan (1638) and campletes (1648).
© 16504 1+ Delhi Gate () added in later period.
©. 1658-1660 & Moti Masid (]) constructed by
urangzch (1659).
18th Century - Additions and modifications 1o palaces
and gardens. J
3 Site of Indian Rebellion {First War of
Independence).

TALE

UNESCO inscribed the Red Fort
Complex in 2007 under criteria (ii),
(iii), and (vi)—including the British
military layer as part of the site’s
outstanding value, not an
embarrassment to hide. Salimgarh
(1546, Islam Shah Suri) sits as the older
northern partner.
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DRUM-HOUSE THRESHOLD

Naubat Khana

The Naubat—or Naggar—Khana is the drum-house: a
ceremonial music pavilion that marked arrivals and framed
the approach to Diwan-i-Am. ASI notes its upper storey now
holds the Indian War Memorial Museum—a later layer on
the same stone.

Do not expect continuous daily drumming today. The
building’s job shifted; the axis it guards—from covered
bazaar into the great court—still teaches the old sequence
even when the instruments are silent.
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SERAGLIO TO MUSEUM

Mumtaz Mahal

ASIidentifies Mumtaz Mahal as an important apartment of
the imperial seraglio on the southern marble row. The
pavilion later housed the Delhi Fort Museum—adaptive
reuse that travelers should soft-verify on the day
(collections have moved in and out of these rooms).

Skip the audio-guide romance that collapses Mumtaz, the
Taj, and this fort into one tearful cause. The fort’s spine is
capital politics and palace planning—1638, 1639, ~1648—not
anovel.
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PAINTED PALACE

Rang Mahal

Rang Mahal—“Painted Palace”—takes its name from
coloured interior decoration. ASI describes a main hall
with arched front and vaulted end chambers; the Nahr-i-
Bihisht once ran through, with a central marble basin and
ivory fountain.

Do not expect a working spa palace. The basin and ivory
fountain are historical features in ASI prose; their present
condition is a visit-day fact, not a brochure promise.

PRIVATE APARTMENTS

Khas Mahal & Muthamman Burj

ASI groups the emperor’s private suite as Tasbhih-Khana
(three rooms for private prayer / bead-counting), Khwabgah
(sleeping chamber), and the octagonal Muthamman Burj on
the east wall—the jharokha from which the sovereign
appeared to subjects.

There is no official “jharokha timetable” for tourists. The
balcony’s power story peaks in 1808 and 1911; your visit is
about recognizing the octagon and the riverfront exposure,
not reenacting a darshan.
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IMPERIAL BATHS

Hammam

Three main apartments divided by corridors; floors and
interiors in marble with coloured-stone inlay. ASI states
baths with hot and cold water; the archived hammam page
notes heating arrangements fixed in the western wall of the
vapour chamber.

Skip invented boiler temperatures. The attested story is

typology: dressing room with fountain basins to the east,
hot/vapour bath to the west, inlay underfoot.
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LIFE-GIVING GARDEN

Hayat Bakhsh Bagh

North of Moti Masjid lies Hayat-Bakhsh-Bagh—“Life-giving
garden.” ASI is blunt: it was later considerably altered and
reconstructed; the present layout is new. Twin marble
pavilions Sawan and Bhadon name the rainy-season
months—ASI notes which is which is not exactly certain.

Do not photograph this as a pristine Shah Jahan charbagh.
The honesty is the alteration: candles in niches, cascades in
ASI descriptions, and a garden that remembers seasons
while admitting reconstruction.



OCCUPATION AS HERITAGE

British barracks layer

After 1857 the British cleared large stretches of inner
palace, garden, and service fabric and raised barracks on
the emptied ground. ICOMOS inventories multi-storey
barrack blocks from the late 1860s among the Complex’s
elements.

Museums and memorials later reoccupied imperial shells
(War Memorial in the Naubat Khana upper floor). The fort’s
visitor experience is a palimpsest: Mughal axis plus
garrison grid.
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COMPLEX PARTNER

Salimgarh

Salimgarh was built by Islam Shah Suri in 1546—older than
Shah Jahan’s fort. UNESCO inscribes it with the Red Fort as
one Complex; integrity language says Salimgarh makes
sense only as part of that pair. A railway divides it; access
varies.

Do not collapse “INA trials at Salimgarh.” The courtroom
story is Red Fort; the cell story is Salimgarh. That
distinction is how serious guides keep both sites honest.



Sources
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Method & attribution

Desk synthesis against ASI World Heritage Red Fort pages, UNESCO Decision 31 COM 8B.32, ICOMOS
evaluation materials, Padshahnama chronicle tradition, and graded scholarly secondaries.
Companion PDF (keepsake); cite and plan from delhitales.com/blog/red-fort.
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