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H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  B O O K L E T

A morning in the citadel
Keep this PDF for the west→east walk and the stories that stick. Live tickets, hours, and
trap notes stay on the visit guide—rates change.

B U I LT

Begun 1639 · completed ~1648 (Shah Jahan)
E N T RY

Lahori Gate (west) — todayʼs visitor door

O N  S I T E

~90–150 min for the core west→east walk
M E T R O

Lal Qila (Violet Line)

Verify ASI board & portal the week you travel · So�-verify Independence Day closures · Full logistics:
delhitales.com/blog/red-fort. Designed for colour print; black-and-white remains readable. Author: Delhi Tales
Editorial Team. Live logistics: delhitales.com/blog/red-fort

WA L K  S E Q U E N C E

LAHORI GATE → CHHATTA CHOWK → NAUBAT KHANA → DIWAN-I-AM → MUMTAZ MAHAL → RANG MAHAL → KHAS MAHAL →
DIWAN-I-KHAS → HAMMAM → MOTI MASJID → HAYAT BAKHSH → BARRACKS LAYER → SALIMGARH
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0 0  ·  PA L A C E - C I T Y  P L A N

Read the citadel

S P E C I A LT Y
The Red Fort is not a random pile of
red walls. Shah Jahanʼs Qila-i-Mubarak
—“Blessed Fort”—is an irregular
octagon with principal gates west
(Lahori) and south (Delhi), planned so
public courts give way to private
marble on the eastern riverfront.

M E A N I N G
Stand a�er Chhatta Chowk and look
east: hierarchy is the architecture.
Petitioners met the emperorʼs public
face in Diwan-i-Am; the marble strip
beyond was a di�erent social contract,
once threaded by the Nahr-i-Bihisht—
the Stream of Paradise.

TA L E
UNESCO inscribed the Red Fort
Complex in 2007 under criteria (ii),
(iii), and (vi)—including the British
military layer as part of the siteʼs
outstanding value, not an
embarrassment to hide. Salimgarh
(1546, Islam Shah Suri) sits as the older
northern partner.
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0 1  ·  C E R E M O N I A L W E S T

Lahori Gate
This is the working ceremonial door of the palace-fort—the western gateway that faced the historic approach toward
Lahore. Delhi Gate to the south is a principal historic gate, not todayʼs tourist entry.

Gates here are political statements in sandstone: who may enter, from which city-axis, under whose sovereignty. The
Lahori approach staged the emperorʼs public face long before it staged a republicʼs.

Chronology nuance travelers rarely hear: Jawaharlal Nehruʼs �rst Red Fort �ag-and-address was 16 August 1947, not
the morning of the 15th (the 15 August public hoist that year was elsewhere). The annual 15 August ritual at these
ramparts is the living continuation UNESCO cites under criterion (vi).
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0 2  ·  C O V E R E D  PA L A C E  B A Z A A R

Chhatta Chowk
Immediately inside the western gateway runs a vaulted arcade—Chhatta Chowk, also inventoried as Meena Bazaar. It
is one covered court bazaar, not two separate buildings. ASI frames it as the palace market passage.

Empire needed supply as much as ceremony. This roofed street fed the household with luxury goods under imperial
eyes—commerce as a controlled threshold before the drum-house and public court.

Little-known on the ground: ASI conservation work has exposed painted �oral and geometric motifs—lotus, tulips,
vase forms—under later whitewash on the arches. You are walking a market that was once chromatic, not only
sandstone grey.
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0 4  ·  H A L L O F  P U B L I C  A U D I E N C E

Diwan-i-Am
A rectangular hall of three aisles with a façade of nine arches. At the rear, a marble canopy shades the imperial seat;
below sits the wazirʼs dais. Behind the throne, pietra dura panels include the famous Orpheus with lute.

This is petition geometry made stone—where the emperorʼs public face met the realm. Art historian Ebba Koch reads
the Orpheus program as an ideal-ruler allegory (Solomon-like peace among beasts) behind the seat of the “shadow of
God”—Kochʼs reading, not an ASI caption.

The panels you see are a colonial-era restoration story as much as a Mughal inlay story—looted, museumed, returned,
cleaned, and set again behind the throne. That loop is one of the fortʼs quieter international threads.
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0 8  ·  H A L L O F  P R I VAT E  A U D I E N C E

Diwan-i-Khas
A pillared hall of engrailed arches: �oral pietra dura on the lower piers, upper surfaces once gilded and painted. ASI
says the marble dais was “said to have supported” the Peacock Throne—and that Nadir Shah carried the throne away.

Private audience was intimacy as power. The famous paradise couplet is located on the north and south inner corner
arches (Safvi from inscription study)—a claim about place, not about a settled author.

You will not see the Peacock Throne. The honest specialty of this room is absence: a dais that remembers an object
Persia took, later dispersed a�er Nadirʼs death. Koh-i-Noor lore is city plunder historiography—not a Red Fort POI
spine.
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1 0  ·  P E A R L M O S Q U E

Moti Masjid
West of the Hammam, Aurangzeb added this private marble Moti Masjid—“Pearl Mosque”—later than Shah Jahanʼs
palace fabric. It is not the congregational Jama Masjid outside the walls, and it is not Agra Fortʼs Moti Masjid (Shah
Jahan, completed 1653).

A private imperial mosque inside the fort signals a di�erent piety and a di�erent emperor. Dates are hedged in
scholarship (~accession years; o�en cited completion around 1663; ICOMOS sometimes 1659–60).

O�en rope-only viewing. Treat access as a board fact of the day, not a promised interior walkthrough.



D R U M - H O U S E  T H R E S H O L D

Naubat Khana
The Naubat—or Naqqar—Khana is the drum-house: a
ceremonial music pavilion that marked arrivals and framed
the approach to Diwan-i-Am. ASI notes its upper storey now
holds the Indian War Memorial Museum—a later layer on
the same stone.

Do not expect continuous daily drumming today. The
buildingʼs job shi�ed; the axis it guards—from covered
bazaar into the great court—still teaches the old sequence
even when the instruments are silent.

S E R A G L I O  T O  M U S E U M

Mumtaz Mahal
ASI identi�es Mumtaz Mahal as an important apartment of
the imperial seraglio on the southern marble row. The
pavilion later housed the Delhi Fort Museum—adaptive
reuse that travelers should so�-verify on the day
(collections have moved in and out of these rooms).

Skip the audio-guide romance that collapses Mumtaz, the
Taj, and this fort into one tearful cause. The fortʼs spine is
capital politics and palace planning—1638, 1639, ~1648—not
a novel.
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PA I N T E D  PA L A C E

Rang Mahal
Rang Mahal—“Painted Palace”—takes its name from
coloured interior decoration. ASI describes a main hall
with arched front and vaulted end chambers; the Nahr-i-
Bihisht once ran through, with a central marble basin and
ivory fountain.

Do not expect a working spa palace. The basin and ivory
fountain are historical features in ASI prose; their present
condition is a visit-day fact, not a brochure promise.

P R I VAT E  A PA R T M E N T S

Khas Mahal & Muthamman Burj
ASI groups the emperorʼs private suite as Tasbih-Khana
(three rooms for private prayer / bead-counting), Khwabgah
(sleeping chamber), and the octagonal Muthamman Burj on
the east wall—the jharokha from which the sovereign
appeared to subjects.

There is no o�cial “jharokha timetable” for tourists. The
balconyʼs power story peaks in 1808 and 1911; your visit is
about recognizing the octagon and the riverfront exposure,
not reenacting a darshan.
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I M P E R I A L  B AT H S

Hammam
Three main apartments divided by corridors; �oors and
interiors in marble with coloured-stone inlay. ASI states
baths with hot and cold water; the archived hammam page
notes heating arrangements �xed in the western wall of the
vapour chamber.

Skip invented boiler temperatures. The attested story is
typology: dressing room with fountain basins to the east,
hot/vapour bath to the west, inlay underfoot.

L I F E - G I V I N G  G A R D E N

Hayat Bakhsh Bagh
North of Moti Masjid lies Hayat-Bakhsh-Bagh—“Life-giving
garden.” ASI is blunt: it was later considerably altered and
reconstructed; the present layout is new. Twin marble
pavilions Sawan and Bhadon name the rainy-season
months—ASI notes which is which is not exactly certain.

Do not photograph this as a pristine Shah Jahan charbagh.
The honesty is the alteration: candles in niches, cascades in
ASI descriptions, and a garden that remembers seasons
while admitting reconstruction.
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O C C U PAT I O N  A S  H E R I TA G E

British barracks layer
A�er 1857 the British cleared large stretches of inner
palace, garden, and service fabric and raised barracks on
the emptied ground. ICOMOS inventories multi-storey
barrack blocks from the late 1860s among the Complexʼs
elements.

Museums and memorials later reoccupied imperial shells
(War Memorial in the Naubat Khana upper �oor). The fortʼs
visitor experience is a palimpsest: Mughal axis plus
garrison grid.

C O M P L E X  PA R T N E R

Salimgarh
Salimgarh was built by Islam Shah Suri in 1546—older than
Shah Jahanʼs fort. UNESCO inscribes it with the Red Fort as
one Complex; integrity language says Salimgarh makes
sense only as part of that pair. A railway divides it; access
varies.

Do not collapse “INA trials at Salimgarh.” The courtroom
story is Red Fort; the cell story is Salimgarh. That
distinction is how serious guides keep both sites honest.
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C O L O P H O N

Method & attribution
Desk synthesis against ASI World Heritage Red Fort pages, UNESCO Decision 31 COM 8B.32, ICOMOS
evaluation materials, Padshahnama chronicle tradition, and graded scholarly secondaries.
Companion PDF (keepsake); cite and plan from delhitales.com/blog/red-fort.
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I M A G E  C R E D I T S  ( C O N T I N U E D )

KHAS MAHAL & MUTHAMMAN BURJ
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