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HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET

A morning on the ridge

Keep this PDF for the circuit and the stories that stick. Live tickets, hours, Metro last-mile,
and trap notes stay on the visit guide—rates change.

INSCRIBED HEIGHT

UNESCO 1993 - List 233 (criterion iv) 72.5 m - five storeys - view from lawns only
ON SITE METRO

~90-150 min for the core circuit Qutub Minar (Yellow) - ~1.5 km to ASI gate

Verify ASI board & portal the week you travel - No public tower climb since 1981 - Mehrauli Archaeological Park is a
separate ticket/access - Full logistics: delhitales.com/blog/qutub-minar. Designed for colour print; black-and-white
remains readable. Author: Delhi Tales Editorial Team. Live logistics: delhitales.com/blog/qutub-minar

WALK SEQUENCE

ALAI DARWAZA — MINAR LAWNS —» QUWWAT-UL-ISLAM — IRON PILLAR — ILTUTMISH'S TOMB — ALAI MINAR - IMAM ZAMIN —
KHALJI REMAINS
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00 - SULTANATE ENSEMBLE PLAN

Read the complex
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SPECIALTY

This is not a single tower ticket.
UNESCO’s “Qutb Minar and its
Monuments, Delhi” (1993, List 233) is
an ASI-managed ensemble: victory-
and-prayer minar, Friday mosque of
temple spolia, Iron Pillar courtyard,
Khalji gateway, unfinished rival minar,
and early royal tombs on the Mehrauli
ridge.

c. 1199:1220 ; Quiub Minar (constructed in stages)

. 1315-16 : Alouddin Kilj's Tomb & Madrasa
16ih-181h . : Mughal Garden and Serai

STRATIGRAPHIC NOTES
+ Quvnwateul blam Morque (carfcs phase)

= Tomb of Htutmish
+ Alai Darwaza, Alai Minar (planned)

MEANING

Institutional English prefers Qutb;
Delhi Metro maps and everyday
speech usually say Qutub—same place.
Stand after the Darwaza and you are
reading layered patronage: Mamluk
foundation, Khalji expansion, Tughlaq
and later repairs—not one sultan’s
finished drawing.

TALE

Tickets, hours, Metro last mile, and
fake “park combo” pitches live on the
visit guide—rates change. Mehrauli
Archaeological Park and the village
lanes are separate access from this
World Heritage ticket.
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c;)hee rvedigene =
g’.-_—WCled temple colonnade alone. . . . —
It is a threshold, not a selfie frame. Pass through and the ensemble opens: lawns toward the minar, mosque court o=

one side, later tombs tucked east. Khalji ambition announces itself before you meet the older Mamluk shatft.

Imam Zamin’s early-sixteenth-century tomb sits east of the Darwaza as signed—pause there on the way out if ropes
and plaques allow, rather than inventing a side quest into unsigned rubble.
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AS SIGNED ON SITE

Imam Zamin & Khalji remains

Imam Zamin’s tomb (early sixteenth century horizon)
stands east of the Alai Darwaza. Khalji madrasa and tomb
fragments survive as signed ruins—follow ropes and
plaques; do not invent a full reconstructed palace tour.

If a helper insists Mehrauli Archaeological Park or a village
lane is “same VIP ticket,” walk away. Your QR and the ASI
board define the working door.
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Sources
COLOPHON

Method & attribution

Desk synthesis against ASI World Heritage Qutb pages, UNESCO List 233 / OUV materials, inscription
patronage sequences, and RP coverage of the 4 Dec 1981 interior closure. Companion PDF
(keepsake); cite and plan from delhitales.com/blog/qutub-minar.

Author: Delhi Tales Editorial Team - Last verified: August 2026 - Delhi Tales / Imperial Archive
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