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HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET

A morning in the garden-tomb

Keep this PDF for the west - inward walk and the stories that stick. Live tickets, hours,
Metro last-mile, and trap notes stay on the visit guide—rates change.

INSCRIBED BUILT

UNESCO 1993 - List 232 (criteria ii, iv) 1560s-early 1570s (Akbar-era; soft-verify board)
ON SITE METRO

~90-150 min - Isa Khan + axes + plinth JLN Stadium or Jangpura - auto to Western Gate

Verify ASI board & portal the week you travel - Isa Khan is on the same ticket - Purana Qila and Sunder Nursery are
separate - Full logistics: delhitales.com/blog/humayuns-tomb. Designed for colour print; black-and-white remains
readable. Author: Delhi Tales Editorial Team. Live logistics: delhitales.com/blog/humayuns-tomb

WALK SEQUENCE

WESTERN GATE — ISA KHAN — BU HALIMA / ARAB SERAlI - CHARBAGH AXES — PLINTH & INTERIOR — BARBER’S TOMB -
SATELLITES AS SIGNED
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SPECIALTY

UNESCO’s Humayun’s Tomb complex
(1993, List 232) is a walled Persianate
garden-tomb plus associated
sixteenth-century tombs—Isa Khan, Bu
Halima, Barber’s Tomb (Nai-ka-
Gumbad), and more—on about 27 ha in
Nizamuddin East. The south
ceremonial gate stays closed to
ordinary visitors; you enter at the
Western Gate on Mathura Road.

Read the garden-tomb

MEANING

Stand on an axis and read hierarchy:
water channels and four parterres
hold the eye before the red-sandstone-
and-marble mausoleum. This is
garden geometry first, then plinth
climb—not a five-minute selfie stop in
peak heat.

TALE

ASI’'s World Heritage page names
“Hamida Banu Begam, also known as
Haji Begam”—an identification most
scholars reject. Prefer Bega/Haji +
Akbar-era frame. Tickets, Metro, and
fake Purana Qila / Sunder Nursery
combos live on the visit guide.
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AS OPEN - SERVICE LANDSCAPE

Bu Halima & Arab Serai edges

Named UNESCO fabric at the western approach: Bu
Halima’s garden-tomb/gateway zone and the Arab Serai
(artisans/service landscape; soft date often 1560s / 1566 in
guides). Follow ropes—skip if closed.

If a lane is roped, do not invent a shortcut through nursery
land toward Purana Qila. Separate tickets, separate doors.

NAI-KA-GUMBAD - AS SIGNED

Barber’s Tomb & satellites

ASI name: Nai-ka-Gumbad (Barber’s Tomb), southwest of
the main mausoleum—square plan, double dome. Other
satellites (Nila Gumbad and more) appear as signed or on
the complex map; some sit outside easy rope lines.

If you are compressing the morning: Isa Khan + one axis +
plinth exterior still beats a rushed selfie loop that skips the
Suri tomb.



Sources
COLOPHON

Method & attribution

Desk synthesis against ASI World Heritage Humayun’s Tomb pages, UNESCO List 232 / OUV
materials, Lowry’s reading of Badauni on Mirak Mirza Ghiyas, and the AH 954 Isa Khan inscription
tradition. Companion PDF (keepsake); cite and plan from delhitales.com/blog/humayuns-tomb.
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